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Introduction: Ranking second among Iran's 31 provinces in terms of hospitality serves as a validation of
the special status of hospitality in Kurdistan province. Despite the high hospitality potential in this
province, particularly in rural tourism destinations, the investigation of the relationship between
hospitality and rural sustainable development remains an area that researchers have largely overlooked.
Obijectives: The present study was conducted to examine the status of hospitality and rural sustainable
development, and ultimately to evaluate the relationship between hospitality and sustainable development
in rural tourism destinations located in nomadic territories.

Methodology: A combination of descriptive, correlational, and causal research methods was employed to
conduct this applied study. The main research tool for collecting field data is a researcher-made
questionnaire, the validity of which was examined by obtaining the opinions of researchers in the fields of
geography, rural planning, and tourism. After applying their opinions, the validity of the questionnaire
was confirmed. SPSS software was used for statistical analyses.

Geographical Context: The spatial scope of this research encompasses rural tourism destination villages
in the Sirvan district (8 villages) located in Sanandaj County, Kurdistan Province, which is one of the
nomadic territories of western Iran.

Results and Discussion: The results indicated that the status of hospitality and rural sustainable
development in the tourism destinations, with respective means of 57.3 and 56.2, were above and below
the average level. The Spearman correlation coefficient results showed a statistically significant and
positive correlation (r = 0.593) between hospitality and rural sustainable development in tourism
destinations at a 99% confidence level. The regression model results demonstrated that 33.9% of the
changes in rural sustainable development can be explained through hospitality.

Conclusion: Strengthening hospitality in tourism destinations can facilitate the process of achieving rural
sustainable development. It is essential to prioritize the quantitative and qualitative enhancement of
hospitality dimensions and variables within the policies and planning for the development of rural tourism
destinations.

Nomadic territories, Hospitality, Rural sustainable development, Rural tourism
destinations, Kurdistan.
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