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Introduction: Tourism is one of the main factors of sustainable development in economic, social, cultural and
environmental terms, and special attention has been paid to this issue in recent years. One of the effective and
combined paths towards sustainable development of societies is geotourism, the condition for which is the
identification of geotourism potentials in the form of geosites in regions, which, in addition to introducing and
identifying them, also have a conservation approach as a central focus. Therefore, the geotourism approach,
given that it is a combination of identifying, evaluating, and determining the status and potential of attractions
along with the conservation dimension, is very effective in creating economic flow from the center to the
periphery. Given that most sites and attractions are in rural and sub-urban environments, geotourism is a
suitable context for the sustainable development of rural areas.

Objectives: This research evaluates the geotourism of Sarvabad County in the form of identifying geosites and
analyzing their status as a suitable platform for sustainable development of the territory centered on villages..
Geographical Context: The study area of this research is Sarvabad County and its villages in Kurdistan
Province, as one of the traditional and nomadic territories of Iran.

Results and Discussion: The findings from the identification of geosites showed that the potential of
geotourism and sites in the study area are distributed, especially densely, within the villages of the Oramanet
zone, and the identified sites had different morphotypes. The results of the evaluation of geosites using the
Brilha method also showed that the geosites of Oraman Takht, Darian Dam Lake, Sirvan River, and Darband
Dezli received the highest scores with 12.35, 12.3, 12, and 11.3, respectively, and therefore have a high
potential for establishing and developing tourism patterns on the path of sustainable development.

Conclusion: The results of this research showed that in the study area, there are a number of geosites with
different morphotypes and a combination of different values. On the other hand, the study area is a cultural
zone with a global registration and a large number of villages. Therefore, the final results of this study showed
that the sum of these conditions, when combined, has a potential for designing sustainable tourism patterns
depending on each region, as well as designing geopark issues at the level of the entire region, which lays the
foundation for sustainable socio-economic development and ultimately sustainable territorial development of
the study area.

geotourism, evaluation, sustainable rural development, nomadic territory, Sarvabad.
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