Vol. 5 Issue 2 (No. 10), Autumn and Winter 2025, Pp. 117-136
DOI: 10.22034/jsnap.2026.565799.1131

Research Article

Analysis of the attitude of Hamedan province nomads towards the
establishment of tourist sites

Reza Movahedi !*, Taraneh Sarami-Froshani 2, Mehrdad Pouya * & Maryam Armand *

I Professor, Department of Agricultural Extension and Education, Bu-Ali Sina University, Hamedan, Iran.

2 Postdoc. Department of Agricultural Extension and Education, Bu-Ali Sina University, Hamedan, Iran.

3 Assistant Prof. Department of Agricultural Extension and Education, Bu-Ali Sina University, Hamedan, Iran.
4 Ph.D. Nomad Affairs Administration, Hamedan, Iran.

* Corresponding Author, r.movahedih@basu.ac.ir

Receive Date: 10 August 2025
Accept Date: 02 December 2025

Introduction: As one of the most authentic social groups in Iran, nomads have a nomadic lifestyle, a
livestock economy, and a rich and distinctive culture. These communities have a high capacity for
developing cultural and natural tourism due to their preservation of traditions, customs, and deep
connection with nature.

Objectives: The aim of this study was to investigate the attitude of nomads in Hamedan province towards
the establishment of tourism centers and analyze the factors affecting this attitude based on four
dimensions: strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats.

Methodology: This study was conducted as a survey using a researcher-made questionnaire among 115
nomads from different counties in Hamedan province. The participants’ individual characteristics,
including age, gender, level of education, and residence in different nomadic areas, were also recorded.
The structural equation modeling and mean analysis were used to analyze the data with two softwares: the
PLS and SPSS.

Geographical Context: This research is geographically limited to the counties of Hamedan province (Hamadan,
Nahavand, Tuyserkan, Bahar).

Results and Discussion: The findings showed that among the four dimensions, strengths ($=0.524,
p<0.001) and opportunities (f=0.326, p<0.001) had the most positive and significant effect on the
nomads' attitude towards the establishment of tourism sites. In contrast, weaknesses (=-0.177, p=0.303)
and threats (f=-0.080, p=0.475) did not have a significant effect on the attitude. The results of comparison
with domestic and foreign research also showed that the acceptance of tourism in nomadic communities is
more influenced by "cultural and social capabilities" and "perceived economic benefits" and that cultural
concerns and threats play a less role in the formation of attitudes.

Conclusion: In general, the results show that tourism development among the nomads of Hamedan
province is welcomed when emphasis is placed on cultural capacities, originality of lifestyle, economic
opportunities, and improved livelihoods. These findings can help planners and policymakers to strengthen
opportunities and take advantage of existing strengths to provide the basis for the participation and
support of nomads in the development of sustainable tourism.

Nomads, tourism, attitude, tourism sites, Hamedan Province.
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